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REPRODLCED ATTHE NATIONAL ARCHIVES

S ' INTRODUST 10N

This annual historical supplement of the 184th Reconnaiséance'
Airplane Company is submitted to record not outstanding individual
efforts but rather the superb accomplishments of a professional
military organization. As you read on, you will learn}that it has
earned the name NON-STOP by dediecation and pefservérance; New Members
are quickly infected witﬁ the pride and spirit of the unit and are
inspired to perpetuate it!'s respected name,

While thié narative was prepared by the Unit Historian and

approved by the undersigned, it was written and lived by the NON-STOPS.

Ma jor, Armor
-Commanding
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CHAPIER 1, HERALDAY

The unit patch that is represented on the following page is now two
years old, having been adopted in January of 1968, It was designed by a
former commanding cfficer‘and has come to be recognized as the most dis-
winguished unit patch in the 210th Aviation Battalion (Cgmbat),

The patch design is comprised of an ecagle superimposeg on an arrow-.
head, The arréwhead is thé tail marking of the aircraft>0f¢the 210th ABC.
It is white with a black bérder with a smaller arrowhead in the center
which is colored blue to differentiate the 184th from her sister companies
which have differently colored inserts. The arrowhead and eagle are sqb
inside a circle cf blue,

The fierce‘eXpression of the eagle and the blue background give
greater meaning to the'battalinn‘s'motto; "Rattle Line the Sky", and

sets the 184th apart from her sister mnits in her effort to accomplish

this mission,
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SHAFTER 2, UNIT EACKGROUMD

The background and history of the past three years, January 1966 to
December 1968, of the 184th has been covered admirably in past supplemen®s
+os the unit history, It would be repetitous to burden the reader when
muzh has happened to "Non-Stop" in the year 1969.

Let it be said however that the 184th Utility Airplene Company, or
"Non-Stop", as she is known to everyone in Three Cofps, dees not rest on
past laurels, As this history of 1969 is beiﬁg written the history of

Non-Stop is just beginningo
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CHAFTER 3, COMMAND & CONTROL

A. COMMANDERS _

The 184th had an outstanding year and it can bé said that the men
of the 184th were as proud of their commanders as their commahders were
oroud of the effort and léyalty shown by all the officers and enlisted
nersonnel of Non-Stop. 4 list of the men who have qalléd themselves
“Non-Stop 6" in 1969 follows:

Ma jor Douglas Schneeman,067-26-0956, Infantry, January - June
Major James E. Cﬁapman,248-50—9113, Infantry, June - December
Ma jor George B, Milburﬁ, 723—03f1679, Ermor, December

B. ORGANIZATION _

The 184th Awn Co (Uﬁ) is a member of the 210th Aiviation Battalion
(Combat)-which is iocated at Long Thanh North; The 210th /BC in turn
comes5uﬁaer the 12th Aviation Group (Combat), ﬁhich is under the command
of the st iviation Brigaa§. Both the headquarters of the 12th Croup
and the jst Aviation Brigade are located at a place calléd plantation
on Long Binh Post)

The {84th iC is orgenized under MIO¢E {-257F. A unit organization
chart is incloscd. We have three fiight p&aéoons and a service platcon.
The first platoon operates soley‘out of Duq'Hba with only maintenancs
suppéft given at Phu Loi, The sccond flight platoon cperates entircly
out of Phu Loi and the third Tiighﬁ platoén has one TDY secction théi
operates out of Ouan Lbi; and the other section, from our combanj’éréa
at Fhu Loi. |

The authorized strength of the 124th is 32 Officeré;i? Wérrant
Officers,.dnd 90 Enlisted Men, The-actualistrcngﬁh cn Haﬁd figurég for
1969 avrerasze ol G bé’za Officers L'Wérrnnt Cffiéers, 21l of whom v

e By gd ey Y - . .7‘».
robed; and 87 Loulietsd Men,



REPRODUCED AT THE NATIONAL ARCHIVES

B

i

184th Avn Co U-A
: co ,
, 15GT -
. 3
m )

T i T
itlri'.rL..l!.lS 5 w "&Iéx&)fw .c:ii’bﬂux;w}tlﬂwﬂi . *T.iau SO .»..ii.zf!?....m
: Company .~ | t{Operations ! . e CALent m Sceomvice
! Hgs m : Coo . 4.1 Tlatoon | P Pindonn
‘X0 L oFF 2 | | Pl C R ) BN boome g
| OEM 2 D OEM 4| " Py orr 9 | oo 1
, ' ! HEE R 5 A [ ™ O
: H 3 - H 3 i * Aty P 481 AR
e n A P AT S 2o o ,n-..c.s}f. [ ! H .fé..!ﬁé.ﬂi;iim.lé: ;

,M | 1! oFr 9 mw 10 w

”., S ) LOFF 9 BM 10| e T e
SO SRR, e mtvcmreidtnrsne st ¢ H b e .

: Mess mmHHM

EM 8

e e A e 410

s o A fn e A ATt

ST e AN PR S ST

Supply

]

EM 3

PSPV

R

1wt e

?

!
i
{
]

;
OEM 6

Mrfield
Service
EM 3

Y ot B

1
1
t
+
H

Cemmo
Section

o v Ay o A s

P g S 1

P T IRV S

mzmwswm:mﬁcm
! Section
bowp 1

M 19

et g oot e

o L A £ Yy SRS o

2.

PN
Ry

LI




REPRODYGED AT THE NATIONAL ARCHIVES

CEATER 3 COMiisID & CONTuOL (CONT!D)

C.. 4rea of Operations

The 184th AC area of operations includes all of the III Corps
Taetical Zone. This arca has becn described and mapped in previous
sistories so a brief descfipﬁion will suffice. The southwestern portion
of the III Corps Tactical Zone consistis mainly of flat rice paddies aﬁd
wangrove swamp in an area just south of Saigon., The southwestern part of
JIT Corps has a few scattered mountain ranges of heights up to 2900 ft
separated by flat terrain which in turn is covered by dense Jjungle. The
northwestern area is also fairly flat and level except for one prominen%
terrain feature, Nui Ba Den, or "Black Virgin Mountain®", This mountéin
rises 3000 ft from flat open farmland, The last sector, the northwestern
sector, has the most treachcrous terrain, mainly comprised of extremely
dense jungle and not-so-gently rolling hills and mounteins. This varried
terrain taxes the professional flying ability of the Non Stop Aviators to
the utmost,

D. Administration

During»the year 1969 Non Stop was inspected by battélion and higher
echelons on numercus occasions. Of particular note was the annual
General Inspection in which the 184th received 38 excellent ratings, 4
satisfactory ratings, and no unsatisfactories, Also of rote was the
CMil inspection, in which Non.%top received a very high percentage score

of 94%.
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TA?TER L., UNIY OFERATIONS

This past year has Tound the 181.;th>'.l‘.c épéfaﬁing m a slightly
different manner than in past years. The frequent rotation of mission
~ssignments bsetween platoons has been eliminated and only occurs when' it
»3 felt one platoon can more e@editiously £i11 a mission requirement than
ansbther platoon.

We also, on occasion, gxchenge .missions with our b‘sister 0~1 company,
Lthe Thth AC, wheﬁ it is found that maximm efficiency can be obtained by
doing 80,

Qur first flight platooﬁ 1s stationed TDY out of Duc Hoa and one
section of the third platoon is TDY out of Quanbei. The purpose for
these TDY sections is ? pfompt resction time and the saving of valuable
aircraft time on no'n}ffﬁductive flights to and from the ares of operation.

_ The_following units are being supported or have been supported by
the 184th AC: |
1st Infantry Division (G-=2)
1st Infantry Division Lrtillery
1¢9th Light Infantry Brigade
/ff 3rd Brigade 9th Infantry Division
Capital Military Assistanée Corirand
5th Speciasl Forces Group
HQ, II Field Force Vietnam (G-2)
III Mobile Strike Force
23rd Arty Group
1st ANGLICO (Naval Gun Fire)

nx-} APVN Division
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CHLPTER 4. UNIT OPERATIONS (CONT'D)

Noﬁ comes fhe real-sﬁory of Non Stop, the actual heroie deeds that were
pefrfomed‘vbyv'the brave pilots and observers that supported the fight to keep
Vietnam a free com;_t.:t‘y. | |

On .the night of 1 January 1969 a Non Stop aviat?:r wés flying -eégle watch
over Dong Tam which at that time, was the division headéuafters of the 9th
Infantry Division; and home for one section of the first platoon of the 184th
at 2200 hours the‘pilot was‘difected"to go to the vicinity of Ap My in, Dinh
Tuong Frovince, to VR a suspected enemy location, Immedlate}.y upon entermg
the area ‘the airéraft came under intense enemy autometlc weapons and small
arms flre. The Non Stop pllot skilifully maneuvered his alrcraft s evad:mg
‘enemy ground tire ‘80 the’ observer could‘effect.wely dJust artlllexy f:Lre
onto"’t.hé‘enlemy pbsitions; is a result of this f:.re three secondary explos.lm
were obta:med, detonatlng approxmately flf*by to one hundred pounds ‘of
:exploswes, | | \ |

On 16 March 1969 an engagement was fought 1n which the only on—Stop
aviator has been kllled‘by enemy actlon., The pllot was flylng eounter-mort
. wateh over Dome Tam, This base camp’ had recently been subjected to i‘requ

indirect fire uttac’ and this mission was deengned to gn.ve Division hr’tl.l....
elemefifs an early waming of incoming rounds. The p:.lot‘s mission was to“
locate these sources bf'enemy firé and neutraiizebthéﬁ by adjusting friéﬁ&iy
artillery. up‘onA {;hem. While checkmg & su.‘speféted'éneﬁiy' :p‘o.sition 'thé aviator!
plaﬁe was hit:by'enemyhfifé, ééusiﬂg it'to'dr;sh} mértally woﬁn&ihg both the
pilot,Qnd the:obsérvof. His extraordinary her01sm and devotion to duty and
ultimate sacrifice are in keenlng w1th the hlghest tr ditions of the mil it
sorvice and reflect great oredit upon himself, the 184th AC, and ‘the Uniter

States LArmy.
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CHAPTER 4, UNIT OPZRATIONS (CONT'D)
| On 22 March 1949, in the v1cln1ty of X58869, another hon Stop pllot
stayed over a heevy enemy contact for three hours. Durlng thls tlme he.
adjusted artillery and made several low passes to klll a Vlet Cong w1th hlS
M-16 rifle. This action resulted in a final body count of 11 Viet Cong. |
On the night of 8 April 1969.another Non Stop pllot was dlrected to‘the

vicinity of Ben Luc Brldgc in Long An Province to cover a contact betwoen
an NVA wit of undetermined size and elements of the 2nd Bn A?th Infantry,

9th Infantry Division,.

¥ .

Though subgected to hoavy automatic weapons fire he maneuvered hlS
aireraft in such a manner that the observor wos able to adgust 1llum1natlon
and hlgh exp1051ve shells on’ the enomy. For several hours he contlnued thls

" * S SRR

and also markod ‘ememy - locatlons for: hls observor and troops on tho ground

ne

Because of hlS personal courage and expert. flyzng @blllty, Ro frlondly'd
asualtles were 1ncurred, ‘but the enemy lost by body oount‘ &7 NVA,,BiLk:L%
rifles, 1 RFG, various documents, and' "NVE BOW.. = a )

On the evenxng of 20 April 1969 another Non—stop p:lot was flylng a VR
just north of Pemn: Luo in Long. &n Frovince, When he brought hls alrcr ft
around to make 1ow o ass over the suspected Viet Cong they broke and ran o
for bunkcrs. The pllot 1mmodlately engaged: the Viet Cong w1th hls N—16
killing onée ?nd woundlng another. In the meantime the observor had broueht
friendly. artillery to bear on:the enemy, . Intelligence: reports later confxm
that 4 Vlet Cong had died and 12 addltlonal Vlet Cong wcre wounded, due sol-
to the guick thinking, courageous pllot |

On*tbe amorning of 23 Lpril 1969 a Non. Stop pllot was flylng a Vn K

o Hoa Province, vicinity grid XS:5535j\n0rthAeaSt of Ben Tre Clty,-when his
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CCHE P’T*‘ER 11. NI QTVRITINTS (CONTTD)
0-1G came under intensc fire from two locations. He immediately'maneuvered
his aireraft to mark the targets so as to permit the obscrvor to éall in
artillery.

While waiting for the delivery of artillery fire the éilot engaged the
enemy with his M=16 to prevent their escaping from theirfpcéiﬁions. He then
maneuvered his aircraft to avoid the enemy fire while tﬁé artillery was
delivered on tafget. The’results obtained were.four secondary cxplosions,
four bunkers destroyed and two automatic weapons p031tlons 31lenced fgain
this was a mission accomplished w1th no damage to the ﬂlrcrqft and more
importantly no friendly casualties, | |

On731 May 1969 a lon Stop pilot was flying out of Duc Hoa on a Visual
Reconnaissance mission, After being airbofne for’approxihately 20 minutes
he was informed thaﬁ a Special Forces and CIDG element was in egntact in the
viéinity of Dug Hue, Hau Nghia Pfo#ince, about 2 miles from the Cambodién
Borderf He found the friendly troops to‘be trapped in an open field trying
to hold off an enenmy advance. He 1mmbdlately began adjusting artillery in
order to allow the friendly elements to escape from their cnemy §n01rcled
position. At this time he also requested the support of a lightifire tean
and upon thei; arrival he directed‘the gunships against the enemy positions.
He then spotted'ancther enemy platoon to the west, marked it and directed th-
gunships tc that location. During this pefiod the gunships énd the 0-1G
came under intense 50 caliber anti-aircraft fire from four enemy sites,

In spite of this fire he continued to bring devastating fire on the enemy
while evading everything the énemy could fire at him. Since it was getting
dark, he <alled for and directed a Specky tec give its illumination and
firepower. mﬂyaﬂerhehai@@aﬁaihmémmmﬁﬂm<mdnnmtmIUweJy‘
-4 his fuel and was assured that the friendly forces were secure dic he e

e vieinity,
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Because of the courage and ability the enemy attack was repelléd and i
friendly elements escaped without incurring and casualties., The enémy
incurred the following losses: 23 confirmed killed; 5 possible killed, 1
1224 rocket destroyed,

On 10 Junc 1969 another Non Stop aviator was flying an artillery
ad justment mission in support of the 3rd Bde,-9th‘Ihf D‘ivisicn; in an aréé
between Tan in and Ben Luc in IV Corps Tactical Zone. The ground forces
made contact wi{:h an enemy force ‘of unknown size oceupying a bunker cémpiex,
The ground forces broke contact and the aviator maneuvered his aircraft to’
allow his cbservor te bring fire on the enemy force. it the completicn’ ‘éf
the fire mission thé ground troops moved inte the area and found 11 NVA Bodie‘%'<,

On 17 June a Non Stop pilot was flying a visual recon mission for th.é
25th ARVN Division, three miles scuth of the Tra Cu Special Forces Camp. He

stopped seven enemy soldiers along ‘a trail and adjﬁsted LRV artillery from
Duc Lap cntc them. The résults of this mission were four KB4 and threc |
pessible KB,
/ On 18 June a Non Stop aviator was flying a contact mission for the 15t
Inf Div along the Saigon River 5 miles socuth of Dau Tieng. The "Big Réd O
Ini‘antfymen were in contact with a well entrenched enemy feree cf Unknom
size, The aviator circled the enemy position and adjusted cver 200 rounds
of 155MM Arbiliery fire on thef enemy positions, This action 're'sulted"in
10 KB. and numercus bunkers az;d fighting posit ions destroyed.
On 25 June 19469 a Non Step pilet was flying in support of US MNaval unis
on the Vam Cc Dong river, iin the vicinity of XT 4204, when he spctted a
friendly :cupart sized unit on the west bank of the river. _- He continued .
in the directicu that the friendly unit was moving tc make sure their way
wino cleaw

PRI R
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TIUPTER 4, UNIT OrER.ATIONS (00im'D)

He ther spotted an estimrted platoon of Viet Cong on thé unit!s flank, set u.
to ambush thé friendly unit. Unable tc contact the friendly forces he attapku
the enemy with.his rockets to prevent the ambush. Upen rolling in he ﬁas
subjected to heavy automatib and light weapons fire. He was then able tc
contact the friendly fcrce and direct their fire on to thé'enemy, The friendiy
unit then began receiving the fire., In order to give the friendly unit time
to conselidate their pésition the pilot made repeated lew passes over the
enemy expending over 600 rounds of M-16 arms.

The friendly unit thus gained fire supericrity and mcunted a ground
assault that defeated the enemy. The grcund commander confirmed that the
pilot had killed at least one Viet Cong and wounded another besides saving
the unit from what weould have been a disastrous ambush.

Iﬁ Jﬁly it was anncunced that two of the 9th Divisicn's three brigades
were going home. Non Stop provided support in the form of ccnvey cover up
until these units were completely withdrawn, all without incident,

Since the base at Dong Tam was béing closed it was nocessary to find
a new home for this section, It was decided to consolidate the pletcon énd
on 28 July it was moved to Duc Hoz and the first platcon was reunited. This
alsc enabled the platocn te provide the same sﬁppcrt as it had done previousi
with cne less plane and pilct,

On 29 July at 0900 hrs a Non Step aviator was flying a conbact mission i
support of Specilal Fcrces troops seveﬁ miles southeast of the "Parrcts Beak"
near the Cambodian Rorder., Reconning the area of contact, the aviator spobti=
e 25 carouflaged enemy soldiers firing on the friendly truops. He engage’

the eneny wioh »ockebs and M-16, killing two and immediately nobified -~ gun

tear v the area, <& the situation., His firing rums resuibed . (2 VDA

soafileied und anobther possible 10 KBA,
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CUAFTER 40 UNIT OPERATIONS (CONTTD)

Ca August 25 a Non “hop pilet direbted the insertion of "Lansing H", s
Navy Seal Team, at XTAéOh. When they were within 150 metefs of their objec-
tive, the team came into contact and immediately pull&ed ba‘ck to alléw the
Ncnn Stop pilot to bring in artillery. This fire support resulted in a large
seconcary explosion. A VC was spoited by the pilot who then marked his loca-
tion for a seawolf fire téam (.Navy) who succeeded in killing the fleeing Ve,
Mansing H" was thenv reinforced by two platoons of CIDG from Tra Cu. A sweep
of the area disclcsed 5 KBA, 7 bunkérs destroyedy, 20 to 25 pounds of medical
suppl:i.és, one case of Chicom hand gx:eﬁades, some small arms, ammunition, and
one sampan destroyed.

On 28 Sﬁept another Non Stop aviator Obsefved three VC at XS4997. He
marked their location and directed a seawolf fire tcam to the enemy 1ocatbion°
After the seawolves first r*oéket run ths Non Stop pilot observed & VC fleeing
into surrounding treelines, By this time the Non Stop pilot had értillery
Ti.m'pacting wn the enemy. Within 20 minutes the CO of the 3rd Bde 25th Inf Div
arrived over tho scene and aftér the Non Stop pilot advised him of the situz -
tioﬁ‘he deciue’dr to insert a platoon to sweep the area, The sweep f the ar:

netted five VO KBA (confirmed), five V€ KBA (possible) and three V0 caphiiii
Also found were numerous documents, medical supplies and three AK-47's,

An interesting sidelight gor the month of Cchiober is thc, suppox’tb given
by the 1&4th AC to the 240th Lviation Detachment. The 3&0%h>0pcrates the GUA
frcility at Fhu Lol and it was thru the effsrts of all the‘aviators of the
B4%h that six 072 controllers were facility ratsd, Non Stoo pilots made o
cederd 2R eractlice GCOA approaches to hel§ accomplish this fozh, A coony of

Letver o puesnesioa frem the G0, 340th fvm Dst, is addsd oo aa iuzicsur
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CHAPTER 4, UNIT O“I:RATIONS (CONT'D)

Now let me describe some of our missions in a more general sense, The
ma jority of our missions throughout the year lie in the scope of Visual
Tsoonnaissance. This very important mission has led to the most of the eveniu
that I have recorded in the previous peges. Artillery adjustment fails hand
in hand with the VR as it is frequentiy necessary to expioit targets immed-
iately because the opportuﬁity may never again arise,

The third platoon has one miésion that deserves special mention, That
mission is the support of the Thlrd Mobile Strnkc Force. This mission reguiie.
that the aviz-or use all of the professional ablll‘oy that he has at his |

™

conmand, He frequently works out of such unimproved strips such as Hang Re:
and Duc Phong, Bu~Dop and Bunard. He works alone at his job and is respon—
sible for directing all artillery support, performing visual reconnaissance.
as well as directing air strikes and acting as a radio relay, These
~~ri=thrs have done an outst ndlng job. I have recorded a number of heroie
€308 in this summary of unit actions. I have not recorded what some would
call the endless hours of "soring hql‘és thru the 's‘ky” , but every mission, n-
matter how ins'igﬁificant if miéht seom, has added to the winning of this
war and the freedom of the Vletnamese people. We of Non Stop arc pround

be here and ﬂroud of the Job we have dor\e “and the Job we will contlnue o

do In ths Ivture.

i ii_'l‘.v:";«r'.';ﬁ;g is a list of the ‘hcurs and sortics flown each month:
HOURS | ' SoRTIZS
Jar ‘A’y 3441 I | 1397
Ty 205 | o A' 1538 "
Marsh AN 5C
VD TahR 1520
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CHAPTER 4.

August
September'
October
November
December

‘Total

UNIT OFERATIONS (CONT!'D)
 HOURS
2021
1735
2151
1859
2067
1079
2259 -
26,914

SORTIES
1316
1019
1031
1045
1611
1515

10,72

' 16,091
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LA gooMBaTRenance
. The 18Ath has, in 1969, had the hlghest aircraft availability rate in it

Hiref four year hlstory¢ " An -availabilty rate by each month follows:

January | | 86.7%
February o ‘ 89, 5%
March | 88, 0%
April 88, 6%
May - 85,2%
June 88,8%~
July 89.9%
August o 88,0%
September ' - 92.2%
October | B © 90,5%
Novenber 92,1%
December - 90.0%
Average for the year 89.9%

The crew chief and the personnel of the service platoon derserve to be
conmended on the outstanding manner in shich they performed thelr dutlesc
A1l of the men of the 18hth put in many extra hours. glvxng up what 1ittlc
free time they has to make the maintenance as good as 1t was .Aﬁother
f" gurs corpllad byjﬁhé maintenance personnel is tnﬁ 736 perlodlc inspecticr
that were cormisted through the yesar.

Tha ?éhth LG e :uthorized 2/, 0-1G aircraft and 1 U-b4 airceraft, We

= averaged, throughout the year, 22 Birddogs and 1 Baaver, A total cf

» dandingo ey mede Guring the year an 2ach sivoraft hins an 8VErsge
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s w2 50 MAINTENASCE & INSTALLATINS (cont,

B. Installaticns | | '

The 184th has the finest companj area in the Phu Iloi basecamp, Two
mjcr construction jobs were started in 1969, The first major construction
Jow wis the company theater., It was started in February and has its grand
wpaing on 15 March, It is located about halfway between ?he Motor Pool and
the BOQ area, The theater is large enough to comfortably éeat;the entire
company. It has a large screen and stage area in the front and a projection
room and refreshment area in the rear. The entire area is sheltered so the
movies can be enjoyed in any type weather,

The second major preject was the EM lounge. The lounge is the finest
buliding of its type in Pl Loi and also in Battalion, Tt has a large bar
and officer in the rear and a stage up front. The entire floor is covered
with hand made tile. The unit ciblem.is prominently didplayed above the

stage and over the bar, This area provides the enlisted personnel an area’ i#

which Uney can relax and take a well deserved break during their off dutv héuri

Remodeling jobs were done td'thevfoliéﬁing areas: The ppg?&;ionsﬁrodm;’"'
supply room, Motor Pool, officers lounge and £he EM'd;pigg room,

It can easily be seen that the men and commandefs are never satisfied "
with sizply a good area; it must be the best area, AndJas>a:commercia17

enterprise would sary "Build we must", so too is Non Stop always improving.
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% 6. RIFLECTIONS

A.  Awards

During the calender year 1969 the following awards were earned by the membe
o the 184Eh:

filver Star 1
Listinguished Flying Cross 2

Lir Medal with "y

L
Army commendation Medal with nyn 3
5

Bronze Star L

ailr Medal 480
Aarwy Gommendation Medal 68
Furple Heart 3
Vieinamese Cross of Gallentry 2

Two different sections in the 184th also recieved special awards. The suppl.
secllon received the ';Best Supply in the 210th 4BC" three consecutive guarters
and alsn the Best Supply in 12th Group in one quarter.

The maintenance section won the best maintenance award in the 210th ABC for
one cuart é:c,

B. Heonor Role:

WOl Seluwyn 7. Taylor 460-55-1158 RVN killed in action 16 March 196? i

Cong Tam, Icag-:ia Previnece, JVN.
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